Shipping Costs – Walmart.com

This is the  opening paragraph to the walmart.com shopping site:

Walmart.com is a lot like your neighborhood Wal-Mart store. We feature a great selection of high-quality merchandise, friendly service and, of course, Every Day Low Prices. We have another goal, as well: We're striving to bring you the best shopping experience on the Internet. Learn more about Walmart.com
Many companies are using online shopping as an additional marketing tool.  There are many issues that must be dealt with in developing on line shopping, one of those being the shipping costs of mailing the purchased items.  Below is the information given on the web site regarding the shipping costs.
How We Calculate Shipping Costs
Shipping and handling costs vary by item type, size, and billable weight and by shipping method. For each item, there is a fixed cost plus a per-item cost. Fixed and per-item costs differ according to the type of item. Books, for example, have a fixed shipping cost of $2.22 and an additional per-item shipping cost of $0.26 (assuming Standard shipping). Shipping a single book, therefore, would cost $2.48 ($2.22 + $0.26). Shipping two books would cost $2.74 ($2.22 + $0.26 + $0.26).
	Product Category
	Fixed Cost
(1 per order)
	Per-item Cost
(add to Fixed Cost for each item in category)
	Total for One Item
(Standard shipping)
	Surcharge for Priority Shipping
(add to Standard shipping rate; 1 per order)
	Surcharge for Express Shipping
(add to Standard shipping rate; 1 per order)

	Shopping Cards
	$2.74
	$0
	$2.74
	Not available
	Not available

	Phone Cards
	$0
	$0.96
	$0.96
	$5.27
	$16.88

	Photographs
	$1.38
	$0.01
	$1.38
	$5.27
	$16.88

	Books
	$2.22
	$0.26
	$2.48
	$5.54
	$10.68

	Music
(CDs, tapes)
	$1.81
	$0.97
	$2.78
	$3.10
	$4.10

	DVD Movies
	$2.01
	$0.97
	$2.98
	$2.90
	$3.90

	VHS Movies
	$2.90
	$0.97
	$3.87
	$2.01
	$3.01

	Jewelry & Watches
(except storage & cleaning)
	$2.00
	$0.97
	$2.97
	$2.90
	$9.86


The fixed shipping cost for orders containing items from multiple shipping categories is based on the highest fixed charge in the order plus the variable (per-item) charge for each item. Example: A customer orders a book with a fixed shipping charge of $2.22 and a per-item charge of $0.26. The order also includes a music CD with a fixed charge of $1.81 and per-item charge of $0.97. The Standard shipping charge for the order would be the highest fixed charge in the order ($2.22) plus the individual per-item charges ($0.97 + $0.26), for a total shipping charge of $3.45.
Determine the shipping costs for the items on the order form on the next page.  The actual cost of the item is not included on this form.

Shipping Costs for Purchased Items

1.  Order is for 6 CDs, regular shipping

	Item(s) Purchased
	Quantity
	Fixed Cost
	Per Item Cost x # of Items
	Priority Shipping
	Express Shipping
	Total Shipping Cost Item

	CDs
	6
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Shipping Cost for Order
	


2.  Order is for 3 phone cards and a watch, regular shipping

	Item(s) Purchased
	Quantity
	Fixed Cost
	Per Item Cost x # of Items
	Priority Shipping
	Express Shipping
	Total Shipping Cost Item

	Phone cards
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	Watch
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Shipping Cost for Order
	


 3.    Order is for 4 DVD Movies and 2 VHS movies, express shipping

	Item(s) Purchased
	Quantity
	Fixed Cost
	Per Item Cost x # of Items
	Priority Shipping
	Express Shipping
	Total Shipping Cost Item

	DVD movies
	4
	
	
	
	
	

	VHS movies
	2
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Shipping Cost for Order
	


