Sales, Profits and Margins

The following questions are related to the attached table concerning sales, profits and margins for several retail/discount stores.  

1. What does the – 4 mean in the Sales/Change for 1999 % column for Dillard’s?

Fourth quarter retail sales for Dillard’s were 4% less in 2000 than in 1999.
2. Write the number of dollars of 4th Quarter Sales for Amazon.com (Remember the numbers are in millions of dollars).

$972,400,000

3. What does the 0 mean in the Profits/4th Quarter Change from 1999% column for Costco Wholesale?

The 4th quarter profits for 2000 were the same as they were for 1999.

4. Which company had the highest 4th Quarter 2000 % Margin?

Abercrombie & Fitch (11.9)

5. What does the –0.30 mean in the 12 Months’ Earning Per Share column for Kmart?

The earning per share decreased by $.30 over a 12 month period.

