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Common Household Solutions


Directions for mixing common household solutions are often given in ratio format.  A ratio is the comparison of two numbers, usually written as a fraction.  In fraction form, the ratio of 2 to 5 would be written as 2/5.  It can also be written in colon form, that is, 2:5.  After reading the directions for mixing each of the following solutions, determine the ratio for the given two ingredients.

1. A solution made of one part rubbing alcohol to one part water makes an excellent eyeglass cleaner.  Mix equal amounts of the two ingredients into a spray bottle.  Spray the glasses and clean with a soft cloth.
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2. You can use this formula to remove hair spray residue from any hard surface – vanities, tile, floors, walls, etc.  Mix a solution of one part liquid fabric softener and two parts water in a spray bottle.  Spray on the surface to be cleaned, and wipe.  Not only does it remove hair spray, it also acts as a dust repellent and shines vanities beautifully.
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3. Glass and smooth-top ceramic cook tops are fairly easy to clean if you follow a few rules when dealing with them.  Clean the surface only when it is cool with a paste of baking soda and water (3 parts baking soda to 2 parts water.  Apply this with a paper towel or soft cloth.  Rinse thoroughly and towel dry.  Do not use a soiled dishcloth or sponge to wipe the top; it may leave a film, which can cause discoloration the next time it is heated.
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4. Cleaning and keeping up the appearance of stainless steel sinks is a never ending job.  Some stains can be removed using the following procedure.  Prepare a paste of 3 parts of cream of tartar to 1 part hydrogen peroxide and apply it to the stains.  Allow it to dry and then wipe with a wet cloth or sponge.
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5. Neutralize pet urine odor with diluted white vinegar (one part vinegar to three parts water) sprayed on carpets.  Always test in an inconspicuous spot before treating a large area.
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**Information taken from “Talking Dirty with the Queen of Clean” by Linda C. Cobb
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